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The evidence doesn’t exist for the need to construct another

lane on the Edgar Street Roundabout, but the Highways

Agency seem determined to fell fourteen mature trees. 

(HC mtg.9/7/13)

Lobby your MP, he is around every Friday.



Destination Hereford

HCS continues to be involved with this group
working on ensuring that the existing city centre
and the old cattle market merge into one enlarged
vibrant city.  At the June meeting there was progress
on the ease of obtaining alcohol licences for cafes
within the city, in spite of High Town being listed as
a non drinking area. See back page. 

Concern was vehemently voiced over the temporary
use of traffic lights for Widemarsh Gate, the
crossing between the Old Cattle market and
Widemarsh Street.  See our comment on page 4.
Progress continues on the establishment of a 20mph
area within the City walls.

Larger house extensions regime
detailed

A raft of measures granting new permitted
development rights in England – including those for
rear-of-house extensions – came into force on 30th
May 2013.

The measures include increasing the size of single-
storey rear extensions which can be built under
permitted development for a period of three years
between 30th May 2013 and 30th May 2016. These
larger extensions will be subject to a ‘light-touch’
neighbour consultation scheme, possibly leading to
awful neighbour disputes, and comes with no
funding for planning departments!!

Other measures will allow High Street premises to
be used for new types of business without
permission and existing agricultural buildings, under

500 sq m, will be able to
be utilised for a range of
new uses such as shops
or offices, to provide
more chances for rural
businesses to diversify.

Plough Lane
Offices

Your cash strapped
Council has applied for
planning consent (details
p 7) to tart up their very
adequate offices.  The
extravagance extends to
including disabled
showers on every floor.
Surely it is time to be
realistic?  Many staff
could be retained to give
us the sort of service we
deserve from the Council
instead of this – do visit
the existing facility – it
looks good and includes
a super light atrium.

Swap a Journey campaign

In May HC challenged people to think about the
way they travel around the county and to swap car
use for a more sustainable option whenever
possible. Many people walked and cycled while
others car-shared or took the bus or train. For lots of
the people taking part, it was the first time in years
travelling that way and for some it was a completely
new experience. 

During the campaign those registering for the Park
& Cycle Scheme increased with twenty people
registering to use the facility which provides parking
on the outskirts of Hereford City allowing
participants to cycle the remainder of their journey
into town. 

A465/A49 link road

At least two of our members were barred from
attending a meeting on 14th June about the route
of this link.  Invitation only, “it’s just for those
affected by the new road”.  But the preferred route
is still not decided with four options, legal
challenges, and design fees allegedly heading for
half a million!  Us tax payers are being taken for a
ride, with the beneficiaries being lawyers and Amey
(they have been researching the types of grass that
will be lost on all four routes so similar varieties can
be sown on the new verges!!)

City Centre Living Project

Bringing empty properties back into use has been a
key delivery mechanism to address the shortage of
affordable housing across the County utilising the
Council’s own capital resources.  During 2011/12
the Housing Needs and Development team piloted
the “City Centre Living Project” in Hereford City
Centre to establish the viability of using vacant
accommodation and space above retail shop
premises for residential accommodation.  This
demonstrated a willingness by owners to bring
empty spaces back into use with 15 units being
delivered across the City.

Preface…………
As we wait …………

for the Council’s decisions on the draft Local Plan I worry
that there will be more deliberations, more legal challenges
and more prevarication.  Our future built environment is so
important to our well being that good decisions must be
made and acted upon now.

Once elected our councillors should enact their manifesto,
with the input of expert consultants and clear consultation.
But so often they lose the plot, are diverted by vested
interests and, of course, have to suffer the often

unreasonable demands of central government.  Consider current events. 

• 9,000 objections to library cutbacks and HC takes note, within weeks.

• A RIBA competition, involving hundreds of hours of pro bono work, does
not lead to the refurbishment of the Buttermarket.  There is to be further
consultation, in spite of a positive consultant’s report.

• A new idea to have a transport interchange at the station – requiring
redesigns of the link road.  (And a new planning application to raise the

level of the link road so that water drains by gravity (ref. 130789/AM) 
(I kid you not).

• In spite of Ben Hamilton-Baillie’s proposals for Hereford’s Streetscape having
been adopted, there is only now to be consideration of a proper shared
space concept for the link road which will include a redesign.

• Design and final route of the A465/A49 link road has still not been decided,
with design costs already at over £400,000, partly due to property owners’
legal challenges. 

What am I trying to illustrate?  There is too much talking, too many regulations to
meet and no clear vision of what Hereford should look like in 2032.  It shouldn’t
be that complicated.

Let’s hope the Local Plan can go to the Planning Inspectorate for consultation
without undue delay; so that Herefordshire Council can get on providing those
services we cannot provide for ourselves and the market provide the rest.

This quarter we especially consider Shared Space, welcome back David Thame for
an erudite view on para. 214 of the NPPF and we all continue to worry about the
built environment of Hereford!   John Bothamley.
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Hereford Futures’

Achievements
Chief  Executive Jonathan
Bretherton writes

In such a short article, it’s difficult to do justice to
what has been achieved and the firm course that
has been set by the Hereford Futures programme
whilst navigating through the worst of economic
storms. Of course, the best known feature is the
Allies and Morrison-designed Old Market scheme
now rising above the north side of Newmarket
Street.

When the scheme opens to the public next spring,
they will see the painstaking care and consideration
that has gone into the design. This can be traced
back to the visits to Hereford of the Urban Panel a
joint initiative between English Heritage and CABE
in 2007/8. The Panel commended the
masterplanning approach taken to the whole 100
acre ESG area, expressing the hope that the high
standards aspired to could be maintained. A
strikingly similar response came from MADE’s first
review of the 8 acre Old Market element of the plan
in 2010;

“..the Panel was impressed by the thoughtful way
that the project has been conceived as an integrated
extension to the city centre, overcoming the
separation currently inflicted by the inner ring road.
It hopes that these high standards of planning and
urban design will be sustained as the project moves
forward into implementation.”

If I could pick just one strand of the Futures
programme it would be the unwavering
commitment to design excellence where these
standards have indeed been maintained. The second
floor oak pillared pedestrian walkway into the new
Debenhams store will offer views towards the
ecclesiastical towers and spires to the south. What
was an idea sketched out in the early planning stage
can now be seen emerging on site. The pavilions
adjoining Widemarsh Gate will be modern
reinterpretations of the county’s various celebrated
market halls, with local craftsmen, Oakwrights
having just been appointed to deliver the key
building facing south looking towards Newmarket
Street.

This approach was embodied in the complex suite
of contracts between the Council, Stanhope, Sir
Robert McAlpine, British Land and Hereford Futures
which moved the project seamlessly (though not
straightforwardly!) from drawing board to the rapid
progress now seen on site. 

But building design is far from the whole story.
Making sure that the management strategy is just as
well considered is a key priority for 2013 as is the
integrity of the much debated letting strategy. Both,
I’m pleased to say, are being embraced by Stanhope
and British Land, as is the commitment that Old
Market will achieve the BREEAM Excellent standard. 

The Future of  our Libraries

Here we present three views following the extraordinary outcry
following Herefordshire Council’s decision to make major cuts.

Gareth Calan Davies
So the big library crisis has eventually hit Herefordshire and Herefordshire
Council has gone for the knee jerk reaction…..CLOSE ‘EM!   Libraries are
more than just shelves of books. They are a place of learning from a young
age; a place for research into detailed local information; a place of social
interaction and information dissemination; and a place of valuable
recreation in our madcap world. 

In our Winter 2013 magazine a feature article demonstrated how libraries
elsewhere in Britain and the Continent are being expanded and streamlined
to provide these centres of information.  Such centres add to the vibrancy
and the economy of town and city centres, they are places of accessibility
for all, a place the local authority can be proud of. Some local authorities

already pool their library resources; others show enlightenment and vision in joining forces with colleges
and universities. 

It is easy to sit in front of a computer screen, gain a broad-brush knowledge from the internet and turn
ourselves into automatons.  But there will always be something missing, and that something is the human
factor, the interaction with other people, the spoken word and the continuing pleasure and comfort of the
printed word. 

Liz Lloyd
Currently the libraries’ budget is £1.1m and a saving of £250,000 is planned – 23%.  While Hereford library
itself appears to be safe, some of the outlying libraries are likely to be closed or be challenged to find
alternative ways of operating.

It’s a fact that library use is declining – although there are some small niches of increased use by, for
instance, children accessing fiction.  As more of us are able to access the internet from our homes, we need
to trot off to the local library less.  Books have become an affordable supermarket buy rather than a
precious possession.  How about thinking laterally, trying some innovation?  School libraries could extend
their responsibilities; pubs, shops, post offices, village markets and even churches could each play a role.
There are already some great examples in Herefordshire of this.  Properly trained and motivated volunteers
at libraries are on the increase and there are ways of encouraging and building on this resource.

The number of people who felt strongly enough to sign the recent petition against closures is witness to
the strong support for libraries – let’s turn that into practical planning and support and maybe save funds
that could later be used to update and improve services.  Meanwhile, sadly, scarce resources must be
concentrated on our most vulnerable citizens’ basic needs.

John Bothamley
Over the last decade the world has changed, a step change as big as the industrial revolution.  The world
wide web has brought knowledge to us as Carnegie attempted to with his huge library building
programme in the US and in this country, by Local Authorities.  Education is the linchpin of our progress
and it should receive the highest support.  Children need full input at an early age. Schools, tech. colleges
and universities, great power houses of research all need our full support.  Once mastered, our literate
children can surf the net, visit great research libraries and travel; but there is no future for our local libraries.  

There are too many calls on our resources, not least maintaining our old people and those unfortunate to
be unable to look after themselves.  And to suggest that libraries incorporate other services, is muddying
the water. Isn’t that the role of the One Stop Shop for Council services?

Conventional books should be restricted to primary schools like those built by Room to Read in developing
countries. www.roomtoread.org where the emphasis is on creating a life time’s interest in reading and
learning.  And from there everything flows. World change starts with educated children.

Looking to the future, the company will wind up by
the end of April, coinciding with the opening of the
Old Market scheme. Thereafter, the Council will lead
the project with the start of the Urban Village north
of the football ground and building the Link Road.
My personal hope is that shared space is warmly
embraced throughout the public realm of the new
and old city centre.



Shared Space in Hereford
This quarter we implore our decision makers to grasp the concept  of shared space,
which is an urban design approach which seeks to minimize demarcations
between traffic and pedestrians; often by removing features such as kerbs, road
surface markings, traffic signs and regulations.  Essentially it is about all road users
respecting each other.

There is some progress.  Destination Hereford –the Government’s funds that we
are spending on sustainable transport - continue to be spent and there are plans
for a complete 20mph limit within the city walls.  Not quite fully shared space, but
well on the way.  But now HCS is concerned that the temporary traffic light
controlled crossing between the Old Cattle Market and Widemarsh Street will
become a permanent fixture.   

Gareth Calan Davies, freelance transport geographer, specialist in transport
geography, urban morphology and industrial location writes:- 

Many years and various transport planning eras have passed since the publication
of Buchanan’s famous document ‘Traffic in Towns’. In those past days,
‘segregation’ was a key to transport and urban planning. Today, ‘shared space’ is
becoming recognized as a better way forward; a more respectful way of moving
around and able to cope with much more traffic than lights. 

Recently, an HCS representative was invited by the Herefordshire Council, in
conjunction with Hereford Futures, to visit and look at the much acclaimed ‘shared
space’ project in Poynton (Cheshire). There was considerable enthusiasm from all
attendees as to what can be achieved to improve and revitalise a town centre
environment whilst pedestrians, car users, bus passengers and cyclists share the
space. 

Fired with this enthusiasm, it was suggested that such a shared scheme could be
applied to the planned Hereford Link road between Edgar Street and Commercial
Road.  This may well be a good idea. But what has happened to the superb Shared
Space Scheme Hereford was promised as part of the plan to link the ESG
development with the historic city core?

In the summer of 2010 there was an excellent and convincing public display of
how the ESG development would be linked to the historic city centre be means of
a ‘shared space’ boulevard along the existing Newmarket St/Blueschool Street ring
road. The impression given was that the new Link Road would reduce the traffic
levels in this area sufficiently to allow for this ‘shared space’ and essential joining of
the old and new to take place. The main features and benefits were:

1. Widemarsh junction to become a major plaza style feature, providing an
iconic public space and main link between the old and the new.

2. Commercial Square to be incorporated into the new look streetscape
designed to create a sense of harmony between people, cyclists and traffic,
providing lots of new opportunities for businesses in that part of the city.

3. Funding for transforming the inner ring road into a pedestrian-friendly link
between the City centre and the new development will be provided by

Stanhope Plc as part of their commitment to ensuring that the new retail
and leisure facilities work in harmony with Hereford’s retail offer.
HCS emphases

But now it looks as if these dreams have been shattered.  The Link Road is much
delayed, and with compulsory purchases still in progress.  The ESG retail
development has been downscaled and the inner ring road in its current form is
considered adequate  by Hereford Futures  to cope with the expected traffic
generation levels. Planning consent for a traffic light crossing at Widemarsh Gate
was granted, on the understanding that this was a holding position until the Link
Road was completed. HCS is concerned that traffic lights will be installed and that
the promised link will not come about. 

Surely the proper Widemarsh Gate crossing
should be installed?

If Highway Engineers insist, in spite of evidence to the contrary, that shared space
can’t work, then TEMPORARY traffic lights could be used until the Link Road is
completed.  Cllr Price said this could be as early as 2015.  Surely the Council will
honour the promise made by their developer Stanhope?

Such plans could:

include simple traffic management improvement of existing road junctions;

limited but effective short bus priority lanes; 

co-ordination with bus companies over the introduction of hybrid-electric short
haul   buses (for which there is Department for Transport finance under the
government’s ‘Green Light for Better Buses’ policy); and

improved management and development of car parking space; better traffic
enforcement and improved City road signing.

A tantalising glimpse of some light on the horizon has been given with the Council
backing for improving the City cycleway network and the campaign for ‘Choose
the Way You Travel’. There is a long, long way to go, especially in providing
attractive transport alternatives which will really give people the choice not to use
the car to access Hereford City. A well-managed ‘shared space’ City environment
as part of a balanced transport plan will greatly help. Hamilton-Baillie has already
produced schemes for HC including the awful crossroads of Church Street and East
Street.

Improved junctions are “places” that set the scene for the rest.  Why can’t we
work to the plans we already have?  See our leader on decision making, page 2.

Poynton. Park Lane and Fountain Place

A notable street scheme has been completed in Poynton town centre. The scheme
involves the regeneration of the main shopping street, Park Lane, and the
reinstatement of Fountain Place, the historic centre of the village. The streets have
been redesigned with an informal central median strip, with courtesy crossings and
extended pedestrian areas, unified through a common paving pattern. Traffic lights
have been removed.

This busy intersection at the heart of the town was formerly a hostile and
congested traffic space, dominated by traffic signals and road markings. These
have all been replaced with an informal junction involving two inter-connected
roundels. The project was finished early in 2012.

The scheme was prepared with Plan-it Associates, Stockley,and others, and led by
Hamilton-Baillie Associates, on behalf of Cheshire East Council and Poynton Town
Council.

The project was shortlisted for the CIHT 2013 "Streets" award but did not win
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Amazing places of  Hereford
David Whitehead – Hereford historian and author, opens a new series

The Early History of  the
Bulmer’s Site

In the Middle Ages this
was the home farm –
grangia - of the cathedral
community and was
referred to as Mora
Canonicorum or Canon
Moor.  There were large
barns here where rye,

wheat, oats, barley, peas and beans were
stored, having been collected from the farms
belonging to the Dean and Chapter around the
city of Hereford.  Canon Moor also had its own
fertile lands that stretched up the Yazor Brook
as far as Huntington. Nearer the city, to the
west of Widemarsh Street, they were called the
Port Fields. Canon Moor was managed by a
reeve who kept detailed accounts, which are to
be found in the Cathedral Library.  An example
dated 1272 – the year Henry III died – indicates
that the reeve had 360 loads of mixtilio (a
mixture of rye and wheat for bread), which he
supplied to the 17 resident canons living round
the Cathedral Close.  The Vicars who sang the
cathedral services also received 23 loads, which
were delivered to the Canon’s Bakehouse,
where the Cathedral School is today.  The vicar
of Breinton, the caretakers of the Cathedral
and the keeper of the dean’s fishery were
among those who also received a supply of
bread-corn.  The reeve also claimed expenses
for a new iron plough and repairs to the barns.
The Georgian brick buildings that survive within
the factory site today are the remains of Canon
Moor Farm.

Part of the income the reeve declared in the
accounts of 1272 came from the sale of pigs,
which probably grazed along with cattle and
horses on the adjoining common pasture of
Widemarsh. This began immediately to the
north of Canon More and extended across the
present race course towards Holmer.  When it
was first enclosed in the early 16th century this
was said to be 250 acres in extent.  All the
property-owners in the city had grazing rights
here but it seems the Dean and Chapter had
the largest stake.  It was enclosed a second

time in the late 18th century and reduced to
the playing fields that exist today.

The Yazor Brook that ran immediately to the
SW of Canon Moor Grange and, until the late
19th century, delivered a supply of water
directly into the ditches around the city wall,
running clock-wise to the Castle Pool, where it
debouched into the River Wye beneath the
Castle Mills.  The straight stretch of the brook
from Canon Moor – in the centre of the Bulmer
complex – to the city ditch, was known in the
Middle Ages as the ‘King’s Cut’.  It was
probably excavated in the c.890 AD by the earl
of Mercia, Aethelred, to provide water
defences for the new ‘burh’ at Hereford, built
on the orders of Alfred the Great, as part of a
network of fortifications to protect West
Mercia and Wessex from the ravages of the
Vikings.  Originally, the Yazor Brook ran, as it
does today, across Widemarsh, around the
Merton Meadow, under Morrisons and down
to the Wye near the Salmon Inn.  The sluice
gate in Bulmer’s crate yard – as it used to be –
controls the direction of flow.  A small amount
of water still flows towards the city at Steel’s
Westgate but is culverted towards the Wye
near the Rowing Club.

“ at minimal cost wouldn’t this make such a difference to the Church Street/East
Street junction?”

WORRY NOT

At a late June meeting with Jonathan
Bretherton, of Hereford Futures, he confirmed
that the traffic lights can be temporary and
“unpluggable” once the link road is completed.
Further that the road between the Edgar Street
roundabout and Widemarsh Street will be paved
in red “like the Mall” in London.  There will be
two lanes in each direction.  The inside lanes
could be easily converted for parking and other
build outs, once the link road is completed; to
provide the reality of the perspectives we were
originally shown of this boulevard at the
consultation stage.  There will be trees in the
central reservation, but not to the south of
Newmarket Street because English Heritage
were concerned about damage to the
foundations of the old City walls!

For a comprehensive article on shared space go

to   

Where the sidewalk doesn’t end: what shared

space has to share. www.pps.org/blog/shared-

space

For background go to Hereford’s transport

consultant www.hamilton-baillie.co.uk

For Hereford Streetscape Design Study go to

www.herefordshire.gov.uk/media/268551/Heref

ord_streetscape_design_strategy.pdf.

For the proposals for St.James and Bartonshaw,

never actually realized in spite of ten years

lobbying by residents – report by Mo Burns

www.herefordcivicsociety.org.uk

For a short video of the highly acclaimed

Poynton scheme view

www.youtube.com/watch?v=-

vzDDMzq7d0&feature=youtu.be

(easier to access through Hamilton-Baillie site,

see above)
The Yazor Brook today
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A Future for Herefordshire?
Joan Simple – auditor and local activist worries about the
evidence base

As I sit to write this article, the Cabinet of Herefordshire Council will be meeting to decide whether or not to
approve the Core Strategy 2011-31 (draft). If agreed the plan will then go forward to full council on Friday 19th
July 2013, for approval as the “preferred strategic planning document” for our beautiful county, for the next 20
years.

The responses to the last Consultation on the plan have been written up by Herefordshire Council in an excel
spreadsheet.  Over 1,400 individuals or organisations have made some valid points about the plan.  Minor
amendments have been made to the Core Strategy and a report has been prepared for Cabinet. The most
interesting part of this Cabinet report is the section on Key Considerations (Section 8) where work is still
“ongoing in order to be able to demonstrate to an Inspector that the Core Strategy is soundly based”¹.

It is surprising to discover in the Cabinet report that, in respect of three fundamental areas of the
future plan, work on the evidence base to support the Core Strategy, is still ongoing. 

1. River Wye Special Area of Conservation (SAC) 

Para 8.12 indicates that the production of the Nutrient Management Plan (NMP), will not be delivered until
September 2013. The Cabinet report states that the Nutrient Management Plan will not require any
significant changes to the Core Strategy.  The actual comments made by the Environment Agency in their
consultation response seem slightly different in emphasis:

“As discussed in the evidence base section above, there is also other likely water quality capacity
problems ……..based on the current WCS….The NMP is unlikely to facilitate the delivery of all new
development.  Alternative solutions and phasing need to be made clear in the Core Strategy to ensure it
is “sound” based on robust evidence.  Engagement with the utility companies is essential”. ²  

Herefordshire Council has noted “No change required” alongside this statutory response, which makes
one wonder if they are trying to deliver a “sound” plan for Inspection and to ensure that future
development in the County is part of a structured and coherent strategy.

2. Road Studies – 

The report to Cabinet (para 8.13) states “The Highways Agency continues to express its support for the
Council’s approach for a relief road and a range of sustainable transport methods”.  This is a neat way of
interpreting the latest response of the Highways Agency. They are quoted in the Council report on the
responses as actually saying:

“Policy SS4 provides a list of major transport schemes including a Relief Road in Hereford.  As noted
above, work on the transport evidence base is still ongoing and in the HA’s view this evidence base work
needs to be completed to fully justify the identified transport schemes…..greater clarity will be required
on the timing, cost and responsibility of delivering infrastructure improvements identified in policy SS4”.³
Again, Herefordshire Council has noted “No change required” alongside this statutory response.

3. Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) and Viability.

The consultation responses on the CIL are not yet available. The Levy element of funding for the Core
Strategy is no longer running parallel to the plan, due to changes in national legislation. However, as a
source of funding for key infrastructure, such as the Hereford Relief Road, (65% or more of CIL was due to
fund the cost of this road project) it means that the financial viability of the whole plan is now even more
uncertain, unless other income streams can be identified before the plan goes forward for Inspection.  As
the Highways Agency has noted (see above) they are seeking clarity on cost and timings of deliverability.
The road is just one “fundamental” element of the plan, the other being infrastructure required for
maintaining the water quality of the River Wye and how sewage from the housing growth is to be treated.
Despite numerous comments in the consultation, no mention has been made in the “draft” plan about
funding to increase hospital capacity in the County.  I wish I could share the Council’s optimism that if you
are anticipating accelerated growth in the elderly population over the next 20 years, that hospital capacity
and health will not require any infrastructure funding. 

With so much fundamental evidence still
outstanding surely it would make sense for
the Councillors of Herefordshire to take
their summer break while the evidence is
properly prepared and considered.  A
decision on the Core Strategy, and the
prioritisation and funding of vital
infrastructure to support the plan, over the
next 20 years, could then be made by full
council in the autumn.  If this decision is
not delayed could it be because, as one
respondent to the Consultation has written

“As usual once you (Herefordshire Council)
have chosen a path, regardless of whether
your own evidence indicates alternatives
should be looked for, you will not change
course, much to the cost of the county's
inhabitants”. 4

I hope not, for the sake of this and future
generations living in Herefordshire.

1 Cabinet – Environment, Housing & Planning meeting 4th July 2013 report by Assistant Director Economic, Environment and Cultural
Services para 8.9.
2 Core Strategy Consultation Responses May 2013. Response to Q3a Response line 437. Please note that this is not recorded as an agree or
disagree with policy SS3 Release of Housing Land
3 Core Strategy Consultation Responses May 2013. Response to Q4 Response line 455. Please note that this is not recorded as an agree or
disagree with policy SS4 Movement and transportation.
4 Core Strategy Consultation Responses May 2013. Response to Q37 Response line 89. This refers to policy ID1 on the Infrastructure
Delivery Plan. The attribution of this quote in the Council’s on-line document was changed from “Hereford Futures” to no name, on 3rd
July 2013, the day before the Cabinet meeting. 

A view from
inside ………..
Alistair McHarg – local
property manager wonders
what next?

The latest cutbacks in the austerity programme
of Herefordshire Council has added a new
casualty to the list of victims.  We have recently
learnt of the forthcoming demise of Hereford
Futures, the regeneration business set up by
Herefordshire Council to deliver the Edgar
Street Grid project.  

It was with interest that I read and heard many
comments understandably celebrating the
demise of this expensive and seemingly
unaccountable organization.  We learnt that
some of the staff were to be made redundant
and/or re-deployed in other sections of the
Council and that the Chief Executive would
only remain until April 2014 when he would
leave and the Board would then cease to exist.  

The Edgar Street Grid project not only includes
the controversial Old Market Retail site, but
also the construction of 800 houses including
many “affordable” units, the creation of a link
road between Edgar Street and Aylestone Hill
together with a whole host of other
infrastructure improvements to the City which
we were told were all vital to the survival of the
City of Hereford in the new millennium.  

In the absence of the original anticipated level
of capital receipts for the sale of the Old
Market Retail site which turned out to be
significantly less, coupled with the demise of
Advantage West Midlands Development
Agency and its Government funding for parts
of the project, the substantially reduced lack of
developer contributions from the various
residential and commercial schemes, our cash
strapped Council took the, some might say
brave or even reckless decision last year to
borrow £27m to fund the link road and the
associated compulsory purchases.   Therefore
given what appeared to be our Council’s
determination to see this project through to the
end, despite howls and protests and for many
what appeared to be flying in the face of
economic discipline, is it not astounding that
our Council is now prepared to sacrifice the
one delivery vehicle (Hereford Futures) it had
for delivering this urban regeneration vision?  

Surely if it is prepared to borrow £27m and
saddle future generations with this debt to
fund the link road it must make sense to fund
the company whose sole objective is to deliver
that vision?  We are now told that the work of
delivering this project will be done in-house by
the existing Council teams – really?  

The nature of this “macro project” surely
cannot be left in the hands of non specialist
civil servants who have little or no real
commercial experience.  The delivery of such a
vision needs specialist skills, focus, discipline,
rigour and expertise.   I fear that unless proper
resources are put into the delivery of this vision
then we will end up with a second rate
scheme, which significantly fails to meet the
criteria set for it by the Council in terms of
being imperative to the regeneration of our
City.  

It seems that those who once had the political
drive to make “the deal that had to be done”
happen, have now lost their bottle and caved
into short termism; but as we all know short
term political expediency will always outweigh
strategic and operational disciplines.



Dr D’s Diagnosis
David Thame worries about para. 214

I don’t like to sound alarmist, but if you care about your
town, city, village or view, this is probably a good moment
to get worried.

The reason is hidden in paragraph  214 of the National
Planning Policy Framework, the coalition government’s
2012 guidelines on what gets built where in England, and
you’ll have to pay attention carefully to see why it is worth
getting alarmed about.  Paragraph 214 says that if a local
council has agreed a development after 2004 then that that

local plan would continue to guide what got built and where, what got planning
permission and what didn’t, in their area until April 2013.  The idea was to give
local councils some extra time before April 2013 to ensure they had an up-to-date
development plan that meshed with the National planning Policy Framework.

Herefordshire’s last unitary development plan was adopted in 2007 - so that
means paragraph 214 applies.  So the upshot is that Herefordshire’s only existing
useable piece of planning guidance - the UDP - died a death at the end of March
2013.  It now counts for very little in the planning process. 

And so?  Well, this is where you should get worried. That is because until
Herefordshire Council agrees a new Core Strategy (the new name for a UDP) there

is no local rule book for what gets planning permission and what doesn’t..
Approving the Core Strategy is probably going to take another 18 months; which
means that until the Core Strategy is agreed, the only planning rules that apply in
Herefordshire are the big, very broad, very everything-goes rules of the National
Planning Policy Framework.

The NPPF makes it abundantly clear that the government has almost no problem
with anything that gets built, if there is the smallest chance you can claim it creates
jobs or homes.  The way NPPF has been interpreted by planning inspectors,
ministers and the courts means that nothing much else matters.  So environmental
and sustainability concerns aren’t making much impact on decisions.

Private sector planning consultants are advising their clients that in Herefordshire -
and in much of England - there is now an 18 month  “window of opportunity” in
which almost anything stands a good chance of winning planning permission
thanks to the NPPF’s pro-growth wording.  This “window” opens at a time when
the so-called localism agenda - which was supposed to hand planning powers
back to local people - begins to seem much less about local control, and much
more about dictats from ministers in Whitehall.  That is why now might be a good
time to get worried about the future shape of your town, your city, or your parish.
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Planning 
Matters…
Andree Poppleston continues to peruse
planning applications for interesting
and controversial schemes

All applications are accessible using the Herefordshire Council
web site – www.herefordshire.gov.uk

Recently approved applications
Link Road (130789) Non material amendment to a planning
application
The flooding in Merton Meadow car park in the winter has
caused some concern at Hereford Futures with this application to
raise the level of the road by 1’4”  “these changes are proposed
in order to allow the drainage of surface water run off from the
Link Road and proposed urban village Phase 1 development to be
achieved by means of gravity”!!! (our emphasis)
32 Coningsby Street (130878) Sanctuary Housing.  Erection
of 10 x 1 bed flat of supported accommodation for adults with
learning disabilities.

Merton Meadow (130888) Sanctuary Group.
Urban Village.  

Hereford Civic Society objects to this application.  HCS is shocked
by this old fashioned and crass approach to urban planning in
2013.

It is remarkable that the reputable international firm of Savills
should produce such a poor application.  The concept of an
“urban village” has been around for thirty years but here there is
no attempt to create one.  Standard terraces front the new “Link
Road”, large areas of hard standing provide car parking and the
“extra care home” fronts the new, traffic light controlled junction
with the A49.  Where is the “sense of place”?  

Social housing appears to be the 60 beds of the extra care home,
but these should not be considered as part of the percentage of
social housing applied to other housing developments.  Where is
the affordable housing and what percentage of the whole?
Community creation is not referred to in the application and an
elementary item could be the inclusion of a car sharing scheme?

The accompanying map, whilst it is accepted is only illustrative,
shows no pedestrian route from the station to the city centre,
and Rockfields former premises are shown as a carpark!  It is
noted that the site remains in the hands of no less than 18
different ownerships.  There is a risk that this area will become
old style urban sprawl – the plot and promises have been lost.
Herefordians deserve better than this.  HCS urges refusal of this
outline application.

79-84 St.Owen Street (131274) Perfection Homes Ltd.
Demolish redundant commercial premises. Redevelop site with 7
residential dwellings & car parking.  No real amenity space for the
flats and very cramped parking.  Imagine parking and exiting
spaces 1 and 6. 

Plough Lane Offices (131364)  Herefordshire Council.  New
main entrance lobby to form a welcoming entrance for both
employees and the general public visiting the site. Internal
alterations to offices / atrium areas to form a more functional
layout comprising of canteen / seating, drop in zones, open plan
offices, meeting rooms, first aid room, reception area, tea prep
areas, store rooms, circulation areas, male / female and disabled
toilet facilities (on each floor) and male / female and disabled
shower facilities. 

Former Rockfield DIY (131240) Herefordshire Council.
Development of site into car park

The Oval, Newton Farm (131391) 259 new build houses,
refurbishment of 16 flats above the Oval shops. Keepmoat
Housing & Hereford Housing
Regenerating the Oval, which is one of the country’s 10% most
deprived areas, against a number of indices must be a material

consideration in favour of this proposed development.  Clearly
the developers and the housing association have taken care to
provide an integrated estate, with a social housing proportion of
50%.  There will be a large number of one bedroom flats and
some bungalows but storage is short.

Consultation with existing residents has been extensive.  But the
result was a wish to have no mature trees in gardens and to have
large second bedrooms. 

Open green spaces are redesigned to be small but spread around
the development.  Mature trees are largely to be retained and
there are extensive plans for replanting with suitable species.
However HCS feels that the proposal still feels a little dated
regarding layout.  The refurbishment of adjacent houses by HH
appears to work well and this largely new work will mesh well
into the existing.

A rather interesting building, less than 20 years old - Jubilee
Court - will be demolished.  

St.Francis of Assisi (Bosanquet & Ptnrs.,1967) is also condemned.
This seems a shame when it was described in the 2012 Pevsner
as “still easily the best building in the ever expanding SW quarter
of the City”.  Possibly an indictment of poor roof detailing and
lack of maintenance.

It is worth noting that Herefordshire Housing has retained, and
paid, a consultant to write positively about their proposals.
Surely it is for others to draw conclusions than being lead by the
applicant?

The Oval (131390) Community Hub. Keepmoat Housing
/Hereford Housing

This rather ambitious idea, still in outline with a very brief design
and access statement (less than a page) includes a café with a
training kitchen, counselling services and credit union point.  It is
to be hoped that lessons have been learned from the Jubilee
Court failure that successful social centres and interaction tend to
develop organically rather than being plonked in the midst of a
community.

The All Party Parliamentary
Group for Civic Societies –
13th April 2013

Laura Sandys MP hosted this group which was
addressed by Planning Minister Nick Boles MP, in
the glorious Portcullis House (Hopkins and
Partners).  Griff Rhys Jones, president of Civic
Voice, also spoke especially about his concerns
over neighbourhood planning (NPs have to be
consistent with Local Plans and we havn’t got
one yet in Herefordshire).  A case of localism but
you need to toe the line.  Boles explained that
there needed to be an overall view on matters
such as numbers of offices converting to flats
across an area.  

Worries about the complexity of NPs was
confirmed by Boles, who had tried to persuade
his Dad to organise one in his local area, but he
declined!

It is interesting to note that the views of a
considerable number of local people were not
considered sufficiently valid for the decision in
Kingstone (130351) for 150 new houses by
Architype; again high lighting the conflict
between neighbourhood and county agendas.
The NPPF policies clearly support the decision by
Herefordshire Council.  



Your Opinions
Here we would like you to have your say- succinct
deliverable ideas to improve our great City.  
This quarter I kick off:- JB

of us considered these proposals and contributed.
Tenants were consulted.  Herefordians were pleased that
something was happening to this important city centre
building.  Years have passed and no action has been
taken on the refurbishment, but a fortune has been
allocated to the Old Market.  Quarterbridge, the
consultants to the Council, have considered a scheme that
could achieve 85 per cent occupancy.

But the Cabinet haven’t got the guts to invest here – the
very heart of the city – they would rather spend our funds
across the road on the Old Market site.  The talk about
the one City must be maintained.  The Council must take
the initiative – a lively food market and eating court might
just be the catalyst to keep all of Hereford alive?   Now
with Cllr. Pat Morgan in charge, HCS is hoping she will
prove she can make decisions and persuade her
colleagues to Invest Here!

Café Society

A growing number of people seem to be talking up the
idea of more restaurants and cafes “spilling out into High
Town”.  There was concern that as High Town is an
alcohol free zone that licences couldn’t be granted for
eating places. That’s incorrect.  LET’S GET CONTINENTAL

Let’s see some innovative ideas: restaurants, perhaps with
kitchens on the first floor?; inside seating on the ground
floor and opening up outside when it is fine?  And the
number of days when it really is not too bad to sit
outside, is more than you might think……

Consultation

At the Communities and Local Government Select
Committee, on 17th June 2013, Nick Boles was quizzed
on the new rules on permitted development rights.  In
particular he was asked why little attention had been paid
to the replies to the consultation.  His view was that
consultation replies were essentially from people who
were affected by proposals, not from the vast majority
who were not affected.  Probably they would have agreed
with the measures if they had contributed to the
consultation.  Essentially we know best!  Tokenism at its
worst.  I was in the public gallery, representing Civic Voice,
and heard these very words.  We spend too much time
and money on consultation.  We need to consult on
consultation procedures!  Enough, we need wise people
with wide experience and integrity, to put into practice
that which our elected representatives said they would
enact. 

17th April 2013 – Change or Decay – Andrew Mottram,
Alex Coppock

Presented in St.Peter’s recently reordered church, this duo
passionately explained the predicament that many
parishes experience.  Small congregations, dilapidated
buildings expensive to maintain and few individuals
willing to grasp the nettle.

In 1997, as priest in charge, Andrew was the prime mover
to rescue All Saints from further decay. It was a long haul,
persuading parishioners and the Church of the need for
action.  English Heritage and the Heritage Lottery Fund
both came up with substantial funds, but clearly it was
Andrew’s project management skills that pushed the
scheme through; balancing the sacred and the secular
needs.  The church still provides a peaceful haven
together with the ministering roles but also services for
the people of Hereford with a popular café and, not least,
public lavatories.  His approach and advice for others is to
clear out the accumulated stuff, respect and repair the
structure and construct essentially light weight facilities
that can be removed in the future if required.

Alex, the architect behind St.Peters, followed describing
his three Bs approach – Belief, Business and Buildings; the
essential need to incorporate all three to ensure a
sustainable future for our respected, but often under
utilized, churches.  

Further information on church reordering from Andrew
Mottram andrew.mottram@btinternet.com and Alex
Coppock alex@communiondesign.com

Recent Meetings
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Disclaimer

The views expressed in the letters, reviews,
news and features in this issue are those of the
individual contributors, and do not necessarily
reflect the opinions of members of Hereford
Civic Society.

www.heritageopendays.org.uk
The Hereford area has a fantastic range of offers for
Heritage Open Days over the long weekend of 12th -
15th September 2013, with unusual walks and tours,
costumed re-enactors interpreting with living history and
newly or specially opened sites for the days – and all are
free!

Don’t miss your chance to see inside the house at
Garnons, take a guided tour around Holme Lacy House
Hotel or find out about the history of Aylestone Court
Hotel.

See areas, items and exhibitions not usually viewed to
the public; hear talks, organ recitals, singing and bell
ringing and enjoy tours not available at other times of
year.   These days are your opportunity to gain enhanced
experiences of history, heritage and culture in your City –
don’t miss them!

Forth coming events

Saturday 20 July 2013 – meet at Merton

Meadow carpark at 9:00am

Coach Trip to new housing developments

Leave at 9:00am and return by 7:00pm

Visit Kevin McCloud’s innovative housing in

Swindon and Architype’s Stroud cohousing

project and the National trust HQ – all with

professional input

Tuesday 10 September 2013 – St Peter’s

Church, Hereford

10:00am – 2:00pm

Visit by Cheltenham Civic Society

Entertain our sister society with guided walks

and bring picnic for lunch on Castle Green

Tuesday 17 September 2013 – Kindle

Centre, by ASDA, Belmont, HR2 7JE

7:00pm for a 7:30pm start

Hereford’s Future Plans

Major players discuss the revitalised city we are

creating

Tuesday 15 October 2013 – Kindle Centre,

by ASDA, Belmont, HR2 7JE

7:00pm for a 7:30pm start

AGM and The Later Years of HCS at 40

A light-hearted look at how we work with

Hereford Council

HCS Contact Details
Chairman: John Bothamley, Treferanon, 
St. Weonards, Hereford  HR2 8QF
01981 580002
john@johnbothamley.co.uk
Membership: Mo Burns, 7 Nelson Street,
Hereford 
01432 352559
moburns@live.co.uk
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15th May 2013 – Cathedral Close Archaeology – Andy
Boucher

The Woolhope Room was full to hear Andy Boucher,
Regional Manager of Headland Archaeology, talk about
recent excavations in the Cathedral Close.

He gave a short historical background using archaeology
to show Hereford’s development from the Bronze Age
through to the medieval defences that define the
topography.  Although an Anglo-Saxon town with a
planned layout before the Conquest, excavation in Broad
Street showed evidence of a Roman building.

The Cathedral Close was explored on foot and Andy
spoke about the clearance of the graveyard in 1850 and
the reduction of the high levels which left the burials close
to the surface. We looked at the building on the corner of
St. John Street that was a 13th century aisled hall house
which had been larger in medieval times.  The most
exciting discovery lay between the Lady Chapel and the
Vicars’ Choral College where excavation had shown
evidence of a pre-Norman building. This may have been
the site of the early minster church and possibly a royal
palace. Traditionally Castle Green has been the site of the
Saxon kings’ hall and this is an important theory. The
evening talk and walk revealed how much more there is
to discover about Hereford’s past. J.O’D

19th June 2013 – Bike Ride in South Wye

One of the best kept secrets for all who live in the
southern parts of the City, is their close proximity to a very
beautiful quasi-urban landscape.  Where else, apart from
the banks of the Wye, Lugg and the city’s streams, can
we see herons, swans, and other water-loving wildlife up
close?  Ancient oaks, banks of wild flowers, a county
park, a wonderfully mysterious pool, all set within acres of
off-road cycle and walking routes – complete with
strategically placed picnic tables.  

The recent South Wye tour by bicycle, in celebration of
Bike Week, proved an excellent way of exploring the rural
richness of the southern reaches of our City.  Helped by a
warm and sunny evening and two very knowledgeable
and experienced guides - HCS member Martin Gilliland
and Mark Edwards, Integrated Cycle Officer for the
Council, we toured past two new schools – Riverside
Primary School and the Hereford Academy,  and learned
where the Sustrans Route 46 went after it left Hereford at
the Ross Road end.  An excellent way to get to Kilpeck
Church and Inn.  The Mayor joined us and we made new
friends, and learned new things about our beautiful city –
all in all, a lovely evening’s activity. MB

Buttermarket

Back out for more consultation!  But we’ve already been
there.  

H.C. retained RIBA to run a competition coopting nearly
40 architectural practices to submit ideas, then paid four
of them to work these up into deliverable schemes.  Many


