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Annual Outing to Bewdley and Bridgnorth 

See panel on back page for full details. 
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NEWS & COMMENT

home 
Consent has been granted for a new 
education centre at Kelmscott Manor, 
as well as the conservation and 
refurbishment of the estate’s grade 
I listed buildings. The 969 square 
foot education centre will be built on 
the south side of the farmyard with 
construction due to start in the second 
quarter of 2019. Conservation repairs 
will begin a year later in 2020, to the 
listed buildings, including the house 
itself. Traditionalists and Modernists 
alike will welcome this – and it was 
Morris who set up the Society for the 
Protection of Ancient Buildings.

Transport 
Interchanges
A report by the Foundation for 
Integrated Transport (FIT), and 
published by the Campaign to Protect 

bus, rail and coach services are poorly 
integrated. This makes door-to-door 

forces people to be more reliant on 
cars. The operation, investment and 
planning of different modes of public 
transport is made in isolation so 
opportunities to link them are missed. 
The government has been urged to 
ensure that better integrated public 

objective. Integrated Transport: A New 
Generation of Interchanges says that 

Regular readers will know of our 
concern about the consultation 
process for matters of highway 
infrastructure; and our work on Pre-
consultation when we have worked 
with the Council. This quarter we take 
a deep dive into consultation, pages 

and Holme Lacy Road; our website 
comments on four other current 

This is all happening at a time of 
political uncertainty, both nationally 
and locally. A change of power at 
Herefordshire Council could well bring 

about review of current priorities. Whilst 
we remain non-political many of our 
members query the progress of the 
current administration, and my continual 
call for an overall vision and plan for the 
City goes unanswered.
As you read this you will be aware of the 
outcome of our Hustings meeting, let’s 
hope we heard some new and positive 
ideas to drag our City back to the 
forefront of cathedral cities. Full analysis 
on the plans of our new administration 
in Summer PLACE.

John Bothamley
Editor

Designing life enhancing, genuinely sustainable 
architecture for 34 years

 01981 542111  |  hereford@architype.co.uk  |  www.architype.co.uk

the National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF) should be supplemented to 
guarantee that it contains more detailed 
guidance on planning and locating 
interchanges. What HCS has been 
saying for decades.

Rotherwas Shell 
Store
Those concerned about the 
refurbishment should be heartened to 
hear from the developers. ‘Firstly, no 
parts of the new internal structures will 

key places it will be possible to see the 
entire roof span in both directions ie the 
full length and breadth. So the enormity 
and scale of this iconic structure will not 
be lost.
Secondly, although the steelwork must 
be sandblasted and recoated to meet 
modern building regulations – the 
paint chosen will be as near as we can 
match to the current ‘MOD matt grey’ 
as possible. We will also recreate the 
stencilled weight limit warnings on some 
of the overhead rails.’

Minister for High 
Streets 
In February Jake Berry MP, our Minister 
for High Streets, launched a new guide 
to encourage community groups to lead 
the way in shaping the future of the 
nation’s high streets. “The recent High 
Street Report, led by Sir John Timpson, 
is a welcome addition to thinking on 
the future of the high street, but more 
consideration is also needed about 
how communities can play a role in 
placemaking. I am pleased to see Civic 
Voice and the All Party Parliamentary 
Group for Civic Societies highlighting 
the work of communities and National 
Civic Day.” HCS believes that our 
elected representatives should take the 

lead and provide opportunities for local 
community groups. 

Kitemark
Civic Voice (CV) lobbied to get the 
Kitemark - Building for Life 12 into the 
revised NPPF. It is focused on new 
housing and on the core principles 
of high-quality design and, through a 
structured process, communities can 
ask the same questions that developers 
and local councils should be asking. 
It will help give more weight to civic 
society responses as the tool is now 
in national policy. CV would class a 
developer working with a community 
on Building for Life as community 
engagement, as per the NPPF policy.  

Big Meet 9
The Place Alliance’s ninth Big Meet was 
‘Leadership in place-making: beyond 
beauty’ on Tuesday 2nd April 2019. 

scene on how the policy context for 
place-making is changing. The second 
focused on the evolving place-making 
agenda and on how we need to look 
beyond aesthetics in order to shape 
better places for people. The third 
focused on local leadership and how 
local government across the country 
is rising to the challenges of delivering 
good design.

Council Web Site
Whilst HCS has often commented 
positively about the planning section 
of the Herefordshire Council’s (HC) 
web site your editor remains unhappy 
about the search facility for general 
enquiries. Reading in an HC press 
release “Station Approach is part of 
Herefordshire Council’s Development 
and Regeneration Programme (DRP)” 
one would expect a link to just that – no, 
just many documents that include DRP 
in the title. I would like to know what 
the Development and Regeneration 
Programme is please, in straight 
forward terms and easily accessible. 

Transport for New 
Homes

housing developments do we want 
to see and which things do we want 
to see banished? TNF is drawing up 
a Charter which will set out the aims 
of their campaign. The main aim is to 
secure new developments that do not 
lock people into car dependence, and 
that means making sure that schemes 
include very high quality facilities for 
walking, cycling and public transport. 
There will also be a Checklist that 
will help everyone assess whether 
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SHARED USE ACCESS TO TIE IN
WITH CITY LINK ROAD SCHEME

BUS STOPS TO BE PROVIDED
WITH LARGE SHELTER OR

CANOPY AND REAL TIME
INFORMATION SYSTEMS

PEDESTRIAN ACCESS TO TIE IN
WITH CITY LINK ROAD SCHEME

VEHICULAR ACCESS TO TIE IN
WITH CITY LINK ROAD SCHEME

PUBLIC REALM AREA IN STATION
FORECOURT TO INCLUDE
SEATS, CYCLE RACKS, PLANTING
AND KIOSKS

TAXI RANK AND SHORT STAY
PARKING TO BE PROVIDED

OPTION TO PROVIDE BUS TURNING
AND LIMITED LAY OVER FACILITY,
ADDITIONAL LAY OVER FACILITY AT
COUNTRY BUS STATION.

ACCESS TO TEN PIN BOWLING
MAINTAINED
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This is an intriguing building attempting 
to be unusual but somehow failing with 
intentional gaps in the cladding that this 
critic thought was still to be installed. 
Most of all it fails to address the street 
scene being in a most prominent 
position on the much hated Belmont 
Roundabout. Why does it not present a 

were the scruffy cottages to the west 
not compulsorily purchased to enable 
a single building to frame the highway 
infrastructure? 
Most importantly why wasn’t the 
provision of a cycle route on the busy 
Ross Road not incorporated to the east 
side? See Opinion on back page. SV

HEREFORD NOW

NEWS & COMMENT

Brummie Stokes Court

developments are in line with the 
aims set out in the Charter. There are 
various checklists out there, but few of 
them deal with the issue of sustainable 
transport and avoiding car dependency. 

The most critical thing will be the 
location of development. New housing 
in the wrong place, remote from existing 
jobs and facilities, and without public 
transport, will never be sustainable. But 
even when the location seems to be 
appropriate, the design and detail of 
the streets and spaces, the walking and 
cycling links, and public transport stops 
and services all need to be planned to 
minimise car dependence. Too many 
new housing schemes are dominated 
by roads, roundabouts and parking, and 
provide a dreary or even dangerous 
living environment. The Checklist will 
set out the different design aspects that 
need to be assessed. Similar aims to 
the Foundation for Integrated Transport 
– so many amenity bodies all trying to 

make well drawn decisions.

A Second BID Term? 
The current Business Improvement 
District (BID) term comes to an end on 
31st March 2020, and in order to help 
the BID Board decide whether or not to 

seek a new mandate through a ballot, 
they would like to hear their members’ 

they would like to see from BID in the 
future.
Once the results have been collated, 
the BID Board will decide whether or 

idea to progress to the next stage of 
seeking a new mandate. HCS hope 
businesses will continue to support.

WestMASA
This group of amenity societies, of 
which we are a member, met on 23rd 
March 2019 with one of our members, 
John Faulkner, banging the drum for the 
use of Design Review Panels. We had 

one in Hereford that disbanded through 
lack of support from the planning 
department but the good news is that 
the National Planning Policy Framework 
is stipulating more involvement and 
input from local people. – see Kitemark 
above.

Creative Streets
At a meeting, in London, on 25th March 
their director enthused about the sort 

of streets we like to see and those that 
are most popular. Predictably older 
locations are preferred with a variety of 
design. As the name of our magazine 
suggests the PLACE we inhabit is so 
important, and decent places promote 
contented residents and less crime – no 
surprises.
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PRE-CONSULTATION
Consultation

on matters affecting them is sought. Its main goals are in improving the 

were done due to obligation or show and (are) not true participatory decision 

These two quotations from Wikipedia 
highlight the complexity of consultation 
and HCS is well known for criticising 

whilst at the same time recognising the 
complexity of good consultation. At a 
basic level one can have a good idea 
but there is a need to explain it to those 

presenting a biased case? At council 
level there is a need to consult generally 
and then statutorily when there are 
matters of highway improvements etc.
In Summer 2017, following what HCS 

considered was poor consultation 
over the replacement of paving in 
High Town, a proposal was given 
to the Director of Environment and 
Place whereby there should be a Pre-
consultation process during which 
potentially complicated and contentious 
matters could be ironed out before 
wider consultation involving the public. 

Comment
Discussion with Richard Ball (now 
Acting Director for Economy and 
Place) suggests that the pre-
consultation process worked well and 
HCS was asked to be involved in a 
similar process for the improvements 
to the Holme Lacy Road. 

What is not positive is the interminable 
time that it has taken for BBLP to 
process the matter. The whole point 
of the proposal was to make the 
consultation understandable to the 

report so that those who contributed 
and the wider public know how 
their input was used. However we 
fear this will be another over blown 
consultants’ report when all that is 
required is acknowledgement of 
involvement - surely just a couple of 
A4 sheets.

Council 
Organisation
Hereford City Council is a parish 
council that oversees matters related 
to its parishioners and represents 
those views to the Unitary Authority 
which is Herefordshire Council(HC). 
Public infrastructure is sub-contracted 
to Balfour Beatty Living Places 

includes consulting the public and 
providing design, maintenance and 
construction services. Herefordshire 
Council oversees their work and is 
able to use other contractors when 
it considers better value may be 

to ascertain the extent, if any, of other 
sub-contracted work. Most decisions 
by HC are made by the Cabinet of 
which there are c7 members at any 
one time. Some of the 56 councillors 

shared, in spite of an Audit & 
Scrutiny Committee and an Audit & 
Governance Committee, the chairman 
of which appears to be more 
interested in process than getting 

This group was selected to endeavour to smooth out the potentially 
controversial points in public consultation before the project went out to full 
public consultation. It was agreed by the Asst. Director Environment and Place 
that a trial meeting could be convened to consider the proposed improvements 

HCS provided the independent 
facilitator. The extent of the work was 
decided by the group and the initial 
meeting was restricted to two and a half 
hours. There were representatives from: 
Herefordshire Council, Hereford City 
Council, Cathedral School, Hereford 
BID, Hereford Pedicabs, Hereford 
Wheelers, Herefordshire Vision Links, 
Royal College for the Blind, St James 
& Bartonsham Community Assoc., 
Castle Street & District Residents 
Assoc., Hereford Civic Society, Clinical 
Commissioning Group and Hereford 
Cathedral.
The group was observed by a Cabinet 
member and the Asst. Director to 
consider the merits of this style of early 
consultation. Whilst being less than a 
“co-production” model - sometimes 
used in social care applications – it 
aimed to be a drawing together of 
divergent views to, hopefully, form a 
broad proposal for the general public to 
consider, in an uncomplicated way.
The group of stakeholders discussed 
the proposals as sketched out by 
Balfour Beatty (BBLP). Input from 
all was welcomed with the intention 
of highlighting the attributes of the 
proposal, and indicating if and where 
possible improvements could be 
made. Participants were encouraged 
to move to a group position rather 
than promoting a single viewpoint. 
A summary of the discussions was 
published as a record for participants, 
but was not published in advance of, or 
during the public consultation.
The public consultation  was from 
19th July to 30th August 2017 showed 
alternative proposals and invited 
comments with just six questions, these 
comments were reported back to the 

group. BBLP made amendments and 
the project should then have gone 
out to statutory public consultation. 

others scuppered this next step. 
BBLP decided to have the project 
peer reviewed and retained Brian 
Deegan, a highway consultant who 
had presented at the HCS Upcycling 
Cycling event in May 2018!  Further 

was not shared with us until February 
2019. We now look forward to the 

the questions and alternatives will be 
clear to understand, and our citizens 
will draw the best conclusion for these 
long awaited improvements to one of 
our most important streets.  

Latest Consultation 
14th March to 4th 
April 2019 
It must be the last one – Jarvis, Amey, 
Balfour Beatty, HCS Pre-consultation 
(to try to slim the options down) and 
now this latest one tweaked by Brian 
Deegan.
HCS has tried to get a total cost of the 
consultancy fees paid on this project, 
but they were not separately accounted 
for! We have previously estimated 
these at over £300,000. Let’s get the 
improvements built – at a lower cost 
than the combined consultancy fees 
AND review the contract with the latest 
lucky consultants - Balfour Beatty.



against the elements proposed in the 
HCS Inspiration Study.
• Widen and enhance footways as 

much as possible - Yes 
• Add continuous level footway 

crossovers  - Yes 
• Add placemaking elements - Yes 
• Enhance north south crossings - Yes 
• 
• 3.5m bi-directional cycle track on 

south side - No 
• Provide two signal controlled pinch 

points  - No 
• Remove centre line & add visual 

narrowing -  Yes

Issues of concern
Much discussion over the use of shared 
pedestrian and cyclists paths continues. 
Our membership planning group is 
divided over the pros and cons. What is 
clear is that there needs to be a much 
fuller debate on the issues. There needs 

to be proper consideration of a City-
wide policy.
There are many variations of path all of 
which might need reappraisal.
The Great Western Way, currently used 
by both categories and seemingly 
working well, is a different environment 
to the new route on the north side of the 
new City Link Road. When this route 
becomes popular there is concern 
especially for cyclists who, when 

their left, on the lower road surface 
coming towards them and other cyclists 
coming towards them on their right, 
together with pedestrians proceeding 
at slower speeds in front of them. This 
could be the situation in Holme Lacy 
Road as well.
Witteveen and Bos recommended a 
segregated cycle route separated from 
the vehicle highway and this option 
ought to be considered.

issues on Holme Lacy Road
• Carriageway in poor condition 
• Speeding vehicles, particularly in 

straight section 
• HGV’s not abiding by restrictions 
• Connectivity across Holme Lacy Road 

for pedestrians and cycles 
• Path widths inadequate for 

pedestrians and cycles 
• Lack of clarity of what is shared cycle 

provision 
• Interface of vehicles and pedestrians 

/ cycles at entrances over shared path 
• Watery Lane used as a rat run 
• Quality and connectivity of active 

travel for those accessing HEZ.
• Access under rail bridge restricted for 

pedestrians and cycles

Scheme Objectives
Drawing on the feedback from the 
initial key stakeholder event and 
Herefordshire Council’s active travel 
aspirations the objectives of the scheme 

• Improving the continuity and 
connectivity of cycle and pedestrian 
routes. 

• Creating better spaces for 
pedestrians and cycles. 

• Making journeys safer for pedestrians 
and cycles. 

• Encouraging a further reduction of 

Lacy Road. 
• Encouraging active travel as a viable 

alternative for local trips.

Concept Validation 
The concept design has been reviewed 
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PRE-CONSULTATION
Pre-consultation group for Holme Lacy 
Road Improvements
On this occasion HCS retained Witteveen and Bos to advise and this was 
fully reported in our Autumn 2018 edition. We delayed publication of this 
report, although previously shared with BBLP, to coincide with their public 
consultation scheduled for November 2018. This public consultation is now 
live and we are pleased that some elements of our Inspiration Study have been 
included. Here are highlights from the discussions with BBLP.

Specialist independant advice 
on sustainable conservation and 

heritage planning

LOVE OUR HERITAGE

www.hookmason.co.uk t.01432 352299

weaving amongst the trees. Signage 
is minimal, which is to be welcomed. 
Unfortunately, the path is broken at 
several major junctions, including 
Netherwood Road, the B4399 (relief 
road) and Coldnose Road. Crossing 

as each junction tips the rider into 
the highway with no warning on the 
highway that cyclists may be crossing 
and with no central refuge in two of 
the roads. The Autumn 2018 edition of 
‘Place’ showed our preferred design for 
such junctions, where priority is given 
to pedestrians and cyclists with an 
enhanced raised crossing and this must 
surely be implemented here to give this 
space any credibility.
The opportunity exists for a raised 

cushion zebra crossing in front of the 
HARC building, which would allow 
seamless movement between the north 
and south sides of the Straight Mile, 

building.
We’ve already highlighted the need for 
a robust, future proofed infrastructure 
that will safely accommodate cargo 
bikes and electric bikes, the use of 
which is exploding across the country, 
and, whilst nothing here will stop that, 
the junctions are a major failing which 
should be upgraded in line with the 
Witteveen + Bos Inspiration Study. This, 
together with an enhanced crossing 
at the HARC building, would make it 
a worthy addition to the City’s cycle 
network.

The Holme Lacy Road becomes the Straight Mile in Rotherwas and here James 
Copeland comments on the recently completed shared cycle and pedestrian 
route. Running for 0.7 miles from opposite the Thorn Business Park entrance 
to just past Coldnose Road, this shared route for pedestrians and cyclists 
uses a mixture of existing upgraded footways and new work set along what 
was an overgrown and unsightly sward opposite the new HARC building. 
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AMAZING PLACES OF HEREFORD

Even the most casual visitor to Hereford 
notices that Broad Street is rather more 
posh than the other city thoroughfares. 
The more discriminating might observe 
that the buildings (until you get to 
the Library-end on the west side) 
all embrace mid-19th century neo-
classicism. There is something rather 
French and Beaux-Arts about it. This 
was not by accident. The great debate 
in Hereford in the 1850s was about the 
future of the city’s agricultural markets 
–principally cattle and corn. Hitherto the 
cattle markets had been held in Broad 
Street and the streets running parallel 
with it. The cattle market brought good 
trade to the Green Dragon, with sales 
of cattle, horses, sheep and pigs taking 
place in its yard. It’s auction room 
was equally busy selling property and 
timber.  Prosperity enabled the Bosely 
brothers to buy the City Arms, across 
Broad Street, and several properties 
adjoining the Green Dragon enabling 
them to contemplate extending its 
frontage.
However, in 1855 the cattle market 
was moved to Edgar Street and the 
Broad Street traders faced a bleak 
future. There was, however, the chance 
of bringing the corn market to Broad 

Street. Hitherto corn sales had taken 
place informally, either in High Town 
or the nearest pub but other towns 
were building corn exchanges.  In fact 
one was already being considered 
by the Council, and the architect and 
surveyor, John Clayton, had produced 
plans for one in High Town, to be 
squeezed into a narrow site beside the 
Butter Market. A High Town committee 
had been established to promote the 
scheme but had stalled on the issue 

stake, the traders of Broad Street, 
led by the Boselys, quickly brought 
forward their own proposal. The old 
Georgian theatre further down Broad 
Street – described in Laselles Directory 
(1851) as a ‘remarkably small and ill-
supported erection’ – was already part 
of the Bosely’s property portfolio and 
the site was more spacious than that 
in High Town and could easily be used 
for concerts and theatricals. An ad hoc 
committee was quickly established 
and such was the credit worthiness of 
John and William Bosely, by May 1857 
£1300 had been raised with a long list 
of additional pledges from farmers and 
traders throughout the county.
From its inception the Broad Street 

improvements were seen as a single 
scheme and Charles Anthony, editor 
if the Hereford Times, and strong 
supporter of the High Town exchange, 
was soon congratulating the Bosleys 
for their patronage, which ‘promises to 
add considerably to the architectural 
beauties of the city’. When Lady Emily 
Foley’s ‘ well known equipage came 
dashing down Broad Street’ on the 9th 
May 1857 to lay the foundation stone of 
the new exchange, work was already 

the Green Dragon albeit 200 guests 
still sat down for a late dinner in its 
assembly room.
As the architect for both schemes the 
Boselys engaged William Startin (1807-

made his mark upon the architectural 
world in 1832 when he designed Beech 
Lawn in Leamington Spa, for the town’s 
famous benefactor, Dr Jepheson. 

with tall bays, very much a part of the 
architectural milieu of Leamington. 
Jepheson was so charmed he gave the 
architect 300 guineas, and bought his 
drawings. Startin’s subsequent career 
was in London, the Isle of Wight and 
as as a civil engineer in Birmingham 
in 1850, from whence he came to 
Hereford. He was presented to Lady 

Foley at the stone laying and was 
heartily thanked for his efforts at the 

in January 1858. His wife was among 
the assembled notables and by this 

the dragon – a Yorkist emblem – was 
carved by Mr Frith of Gloucester.
In October 1857 the Hereford Times 
featured the ‘many private and public 
improvements’ carried out in the city 
in recent years and paid particular 
attention to Broad Street where Mr 
Startin’s ‘noble and handsome front to 
the Green Dragon was being pushed 
forward rapidly’, soon to be joined by 
the equally ‘noble’ Corn Exchange.  In 
addition there was the new facade 
planned for the Hereford Bank on the 
corner of West Street, which ‘will be in 
unison’ with the rest of the street. Thus, 
history seems to be repeating itself 
and we wait with baited breath for the 
unveiling of the Green Dragon following 
its present refurbishment, and earnestly 
hope that Herefordshire Council will 

so we can appreciate properly the 
architectural glories of Broad Street and 
regret again the demolition on the noble 
Corn Exchange, latterly the Kemble 
Theatre. David Whitehead

Country-town inns and hotels are going through a bad time. If they have not 
been closed down completely, they have been taken over by multi-national 
companies who impose a mediocre corporate identity, administered by surly, 
under-paid teenagers.  From what we read in the Hereford Times the Green 
Dragon in Broad Street is hoping to buck-the-trend and is even promoting new 
green landscaping beyond its curtilage.  This reminded me of the great debate 
that took place in 1857 – the year the Green Dragon was given its distinctive 
make-over by its owners, the brothers, William and John Bosely.

Broad Street: a Mid-Victorian Masterpiece

We are sad to report the death of 
Bristol based architect and street 
designer, Ben Hamilton-Baillie, at the 

2004 at the invitation of St James and 
Bartonsham Community Association, 
who, having been awarded funding 
for an innovative Community Travel 
Plan, employed him to redesign the 
crossroads outside the Bartonsham 

priority to pedestrians. Unfortunately, 
the scheme was cancelled by 
Herefordshire Council just prior to 
construction. Nonetheless, Ben went 
on to work for the Council, producing 
the Hereford Town Centre: Streetscape 

Design Strategy and designing the 
Widemarsh Street refurbishment as part 
of it. This palette of high quality design 
and materials continues to be rolled 
out through the City Centre. There’s 
no doubt that Ben was able to talk 
round even the most cynical councillor 
by demonstrating that slower, safer 
streets designed as places and not 
as highways can restore the balance 

illustrated by the success of his Poynton 
shared space scheme, appreciated by 
our Councillors but not fully adopted by 
them. JC
Ben’s proposal for Broad Street is 
shown in the picture above.

Ben Hamilton-Baillie
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PLANNING MATTERS

The application went to the Planning 
Committee on February 27th, our 
Chairman set out the strong objections 
we have to this proposal and received 
some support from a few councillors, 
but the committee ignored these 
and approved it. One councillor 
even objected to receiving the letter 
HCS sent to committee members 
summarising our objections – surely our 
democratic right.
Now we are to get an oversized building 
on the wrong site, overpowering the 
station instead of what might have been 
- a properly thought out scheme for the 
whole of this area. We were promised a 
transport hub and piazza but proposals 
for this area have still to emerge so we 
have yet another example of the effect 
of the lack of a Masterplan for the city 
and the complete lack of vision of the 
Council.
Most importantly this application
• Ignores the advice of the Council’s 

• Provides no plans for the displaced 
car-parking at the station

• Fails to relate to the proposed 
transport interchange because there 
is, as yet, no plan for it

• Does not take account of the 
developing Special Planning 
Document

As well as the considerable effort 
that has gone into responding to 

been examining and commenting 

applications. 

the Draft Design Special Planning 

Transport Plan and the Minerals and 
Waste Local Plan.

Parking - what now?
With the student block taking over the 
station carpark where will car drivers 
park when using the station, especially 
as the Network Rail carpark is often 
full? It appears to be a no brainer 
that the British Rail carpark needs to 
become multi-storey?  This assumes 
that sometime we will eventually get 
a transport interchange in front of the 
station! That will test architects’ ability – 
to come up with a layout that provides 
for buses, cars, taxis, cyclists and 
pedestrians to access the station and 

190280 Marlbrook School
The application to increase the 
capacity of this successful school 

a school is currently popular is no 
reason to increase its size by 50%. 
From 596 pupils (school’s website) to 
c 900 seems to be rather excessive 
for a primary school. The location 
within a housing estate with narrow 

public transport. Increased vehicle 
movements will impinge upon our busy 
highway infrastructure together with 
environmental damage.
Children removed from other schools 
will put those schools at risk due to 
falling numbers, resulting in fractured 
rural communities without a local 
primary school.  The market in 
education provision is not valid if we 
are attempting to give every child a 
good education – what happens when 
the current charismatic headteacher 
leaves? Provision of school places 
needs to be planned across the county 
in an informed way without the need to 
spend millions on new facilities that will 
cause others to be scrapped.

College
This surprising purchase by 
Herefordshire Council, at over £6 
million, seems to have been completed 
without a full appraisal and with no 
public discussion. The reason appears 
to be around the vague aspiration that 
it would be good for the City to retain 
the area for educational purposes. That 
might be valid but are we not entitled 

just what will be happening?

190882 Residential above shops 
At 27, Commercial Street there is 
a proposed change of use from A1 
storage to a 12 bed House of Multiple 

(Previously Chadds curtains and 
furniture store). HCS will be commenting 
in detail on the basis that residential 
above shops helps to bring vitality back 
into the City centre, but standards of 

must not be compromised.

HCS is a great fan of the work that 
Hereford BID accomplishes and is 
disappointed to have to disapprove 

of greatest concern is that the decision seems to have been taken for political 

indifference to long term planning.

of the size of the new maps and 
information signs sprouting up across 
the City. Our picture shows the worst 
example, being an over wide sign, 
partially blocking the pavement on the 
north side of the old bridge. There was 
consultation and we contributed, in 
particular over the size of these signs, 
but the collective input did not achieve 
what we would have liked to see – slim 
ones as you see in many cities! We 

these monoliths are not necessary. 

Hereford Area Plan

No meetings this quarter apart from 
looking at the draft Design Special 
Planning Document (SPD). See website 
for our detailed appraisal. 
There are no scheduled meetings 
(29/3/19) but there is a long list 

complete, including modelling of 
transport infrastructure against the 
proposed housing development sites. 

accomplish when the location of new 
carparks is not even on the list. The 
extensive use of consultants, working 
in silos, provides essentially useless 
reports.  One wonders just when the 
Steering Group will be allowed by the 

proper plan for the City – like the myriad 
Neighbourhood Development Plans 
being worked up by over 100 parish 

Call to Action
HCS considers there is an urgent 
need to review the different types 
of cycle and pedestrian routes, 
existing and planned, throughout the 
county. Currently we have different 

and unclear signage and different 
rules - urgent work for the new 
administration?  See review of the 
draft Design Guide in the Supplement 
– no reference in the guide to this sort 
of important detail.

Proposed change of use of land for 
the periodic siting of a mobile unit 
(Container like pod) throughout the 
year until September 2020. 
This retrospective application has 
been withdrawn by New Model in 
Technology and Engineering (NMiTE) 
but was still using these premises 
on the 25th March 2019. Respectful 
conduct from a professional body 
is paramount, this is a disgraceful 
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Forthcoming Events

7.00pm for 7.30 Kindle Centre by 

Michael Hodges MRICS  Member of 
Pershore Civic Society.
Putting life back into underused/
derelict town and city buildings.   
Illustrated talk by a developer who 
has a passion about the restoration 
of old buildings, which have more to 
give, and the creation of new homes 
that work for people in the 21st 
century.  

2.30pm Workshop at De Koffee Pot, 
Left Bank HR4 9DG
Climate change concerns 

considering how the newly elected 
councillors could approach this 
urgent matter so often overlooked.

7pm Swimming Pool carpark.  St 
Martin’s Ave, Hereford HR2 7RQ

 around 
Bishops’ Meadow and environs 
concluding at the Saracens Head by 
the Old Bridge at c 8.30pm

8.30am Pick up coach Merton 
Meadow
8.45am Leominster Bridge Street car 
park

Morville Hall. 
See column on this page for full 
details.

of the City and enjoy lectures 
and discussions about the built 

your membership fee covers printing 
and distribution of our magazine, 
meeting expenses, web site and 
publicity costs. It does not cover 
members’ time - all of which is freely 
given.

memberships at the same address 
 Questions? 

01981 541058 
david693fowler@btinternet.com

Pay at one of our meetings.

Send a cheque and your details 
including address, phone and email 
address to 
David Fowler, Stable Cottage, 

MEETINGS

1919
Illustrated talk by historian Dr Howard 
Tomlinson, former Headmaster of 
Hereford Cathedral School.  What a 
candid recollection of a school boy’s 
experiences living in Hereford 100 
years ago, courtesy of a scholarship!

Life in an Early Modern Suburb
Illustrated talk by historian and author 
David Whitehead
The many inns, boarding houses and 
temporary shacks being outside the city 
gate provided sanctuary to those not 
allowed through, most frequently the 
dispossessed, the poor and the ill - a 
policy that meant city folk were less 
exposed to disease/epidemics. And 
many more fascinating facts.  

Friday 1st March 2019

Nearly 20 members attended a 
workshop to input their contributions to 
the responses that the Society was to 
make to the consultations on the Design 
Guide and Local Transport Package. 
The discussion brought out some useful 
points and showed that such meetings 
could be useful when HCS is dealing 
with major planning applications. The 

Illustrated talk by author Dr Nigel Baker, 
about the new book.
A fascinating walk at 4pm through 
Cathedral Close and down to High 
Town when Nigel enthused about the 
unique area around the cathedral with 
former canons’ homes including large 
gardens, unchanged for centuries. The 
south side of High Town comprises 
many timber framed buildings with later 
Georgian and Victorian facades added 
on! In the evening a series of slides, 

history of timber framed buildings in 
Hereford. 

OPINIONS
Currently we have cycle lanes, shared 
pedestrian and cycle routes, no 

vehicles and people.
Brian Deegan well illustrated the 
confusing different approaches in 
London, when he spoke last year at 

think HCS should lead the discussion 
towards shared space in the City and 
segregated routes outside.  

Whatever happened?

site of the former Ship Hotel there is 
now no prospect of a properly designed 
cycle route on the A49 into the Belmont 
roundabout. The contrived layout gives 
no encouragement to the people of 

look at the plans as they currently exist. 

without some land being compulsorily 
purchased for improvements? Whose 
fault – Highways England (responsible 
for the trunk road A49) or Herefordshire 
Council?

Morville Hall (NT)

Leave Merton Meadow Car Park at 
8.30am, pick up in Leominster (Bridge 
St. car park) at 8.45am.
We are headed to the medieval 
riverside town of Bewdley, an 
introductory talk (over coffee), members 
of the Bewdley Civic Society will take us 
on a guided walk, including the former 
royal palace of Tickenhill now a private 
residence. 
Leaving Bewdley at 1.15pm we visit the 
Severn Valley Railway Engine House 
Visitor Centre at Highley, for an optional 
cold buffet lunch/ beverages.  Restored 
steam locomotives/railway carriages 
and the passing steam trains.
After lunch Morville Hall (NT) an 
“Elizabethan gem with a Georgian 

and enchanting gardens is rarely open 
to the public. Free passes available for 
non NT members.
Half an hour in Bridgnorth before 
returning to Leominster (6.10pm) and 
Hereford (6.30pm).   
Price:   £30.00  (including buffet lunch) 
£21.50  (excluding lunch)   
OPTION – spend time on the Severn 
Valley Railway, We arrive in Bewdley in 
time for the 10.39am train to Bridgnorth. 
Return Coach from Bridgnorth Station at 
5.15pm.  
Price:  £42.00 (including lunch at 
Highley/SVR Freedom ticket). £33.50 
(including SVR Freedom ticket)

com)


