
 

Annual Outing 
 Berkeley Castle,  Dr Edward Jenner's House & Museum 

 
We are headed to the Gloucestershire village of Berkeley, 20 miles south of Gloucester. 
 
Leaving Leominster (Bridge Street car park) at 8.45am and Hereford Merton Meadow car 
park at 9.10am, we should arrive at Berkeley Castle which has stunning views over the River 
Severn to the Royal Forest of Dean beyond at around 11am.  On arrival we will be served filter 
coffee/ tea accompanied by a slice of homemade cake in a room adjacent to the Yurt 
Restaurant.   We will then be given a guided tour of the castle (takes around 75 minutes).   The 
castle is a medieval fortress and has been the home of the Berkeley family for nearly 900 
years.  The Norman Keep contains the cell in which King Edward II was held captive and 
reputedly murdered.  Medieval kitchens, imposing Great Hall, elegant State Apartments, 
magnificent furniture, rare paintings by Dutch and English masters, Elizabethan tapestries as 
well as some of the world-famous Berkeley silver. 
 
The eight acres of terraced gardens contains many rare and unusual trees, shrubs and 
herbaceous plants, Lily Pool and fountain.  In the castle grounds is the Yurt restaurant that 
serves snacks, light lunches and afternoon tea (non of these is included in the trip price).  You 
may prefer to bring your own snacks/ picnic.  In the grounds is the Butterfly House.  Our 
admission includes free entry to wander among the plants and free-flying butterflies as well 
as the castle gardens and grounds. 
 
After lunch we go through a gate which takes us next door to Dr Edward Jenner's House & 
Museum.  We will be given a 30-minute introductory talk by a member of the museum staff 
about this visionary country doctor who not only pioneered smallpox vaccination and the 
science of immunology, but also was a hot-air balloonist and natural historian. 
 
Before leaving Berkeley at around 4.30pm, you may wish to take the opportunity to visit St. 
Mary's church which is adjacent to both the castle and Dr Jenner's house.  The church is 
notable for its medieval wall paintings, detached 17C tower (stands on the site of an earlier 
church), table tombs and memorials to the Berkeley family.  There has been a church here as 
early as the Saxon period.  The present St. Mary's dates primarily to the 13th and 14th 
centuries.  The size of the church is striking for such a small village.  Expect to be back in 
Hereford at 6.00pm and Leominster by 6.15pm. 
 

Cost:  £38.00pp   Non-members welcome (same price) 
includes:  coach travel, tea/coffee and cake on arrival, entrances to both Berkeley Castle (and grounds/ Butterfly 

House) and to Dr. Edward Jenner's House & Museum.  

 
To register your interest: 

 e-mail:   David Fowler (david693fowler@btinternet.com) 
by post:  The Stable Cottage, Kingsthorne, Herefordshire HR2 8AJ 

or talk to David at a Civic Society meeting 
 

payment:  cheque payable to Hereford Civic Society  
internet payment:   Hereford Civic Society    Account number:   00773558    Sort code:   30-94-14      

(payment not required until you have confirmed acceptance of revised date) 
 


